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Whom have I in Heaven but thee > and there i none 
upon Earth that I dejire beſides thee. * 
HE Deſign of this Pſalm is to vindicate the 
| Goodneſs and Juſtice of the Divine Providence, 
| notwith!tanding the profperous eſtate of the 
wicked and the :Micced condition of good mtn many 
times in this World. And in the firſt place, the Pſal- 
miſt, whoever he was, whether David or Aſaph, hays 
down this for a moſt certain Truth that God is good 
to good men: Of a truth God is good to Iſrael, to ſuch as 
are of a clean heart, Ver. 1. © : 
And yet for all this he tells us, that at ſome times he 


was under no ſmall temptations to qneſtion the truth 


of this Principle, when he beheld the promiſcuous diſ- 
penſation of things here below; that the wicked are 


often proſperous, and good Men expos'd to great cala- 
mities in this life: as if God either neglected Human 


Affairs, or had a greater kindneis for the Workers of 
Iniquity, than for Pious and good Men: As for me, 


my foot bad well nigh ſlipp a, {or I945 enviow at the fooliſh, | 


when 1 ſaw the proſperity of the wicked, Ver. 2. | 
his, he ſays, was a very great ſtumbling-block to 


good Men, and tempted them to doubt of the Provi- 


dence of God : Therefore his People return hither, and waters 
of a full cup are wrung out of them; and they ſay, Doth God 
Fnow, and is there knowledge in the moſt High? v.io. This 
Sentence is ſomewhat obſcurely rendred in our Tranſia. 


tion, ſo as to make the ſence of it difficult: which is 


plainly this: Therefore bis people return bit ber; that is, 


therefore good Men come to this, in the greateſt of 
their Affliction, and in the bitterneſs of their Soul, to 
ueſtion God's knowledge and care of Human Affairs. 
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Behold, ſay they, theſe = the ungodly, and yet they are 
the proſperous in the world, they increaſe in riches, Ver. 12. 
To what purpoſe then is it for any Man to be Religi- 
ous and Vertuous ? Verily I have cleanſed my Heart in ain, 


and waſhed my Hands in innocency, Ver. 13. In vain have 


I endeayour'd after Purity of Heart, and Innocency of 
Life, ſince ſo little Good comes of it; nay, ſo far from 
that, that I have been in continual Trouble and Afflicti- 


on: All the day long have ] been plagued and chaſined every 


morning, Ver. 14. „ 

Such Thoughts as theſe often came into his Mind, and 
gave him great Trouble and Diſquict : But he preſently 
corrects himſelf: If I ſay I will ſpeak thus, 1 ſhould offend 


againſt the generation of thy children, v. 15. that is, I ſhould 


o againſt the. Senſe of all pious and good Men, who 
ave always believed the Providence of God, notwith- 


ſtanding this Objection: Which at laſt he tells us he 


had raifed on purpoſe to try if he could find the Solu- 


tion of it: I thought to know this, which was grievous in 


wine eyes, Ver. 15. And then he reſolves all into the 
unſearchable Wiſdom of the Divine Providence, which 


if we fully underſtood from firſt to laſt, we ſhould ſee 


good Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Equity of it : When 
I go into the Sanctuary of God, then ſhall I underſtand the end 
of theſe men: How thou didſt ſet them in ſippery places, &c. 
Ver. 17, 18. This ſatisfied him, that whenever the ſe- 


* cret Delign of God's Providence ſhould be unfolded, 


whether iu this World or the other, how ſtrange and 


croſs ſoever things might ſeem to be at preſent, yet in 
the Iſſue and Concluſion it would appear, that neither 
are bad Men ſo happy, nor good Men ſo miſerable, as 


at preſent they ſeem to be. 

So that upon a full Debate of this Matter, the Pſal- 
miſt concludes, that theſe Objections againſt Provi- 
dence, do ſpring from our Ignorance, and ſhort and 
imperfect View of things; whereas if we ſaw the whole 


Deſign from beginning to end, it would appear to be 


very reaſonable and _— Thus my beart was grieved ö 
. 2 o 
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n Es 

fo fooliſh as and ignorant, and as a beaſt _— thee, Ver 23. 
And in regard to himſelf, he tells us, that he ſaw great 
Reaſon to acknowledge God's tender Care over him in 
particular, and that he could find no Security or Com- 
fort for himſelf, but in God alone: Nevertheleſs I am 
continually with thee, thor haſt holden me by thy right hand, 
Hef halt guide me with thy Council, and afterwards receive 


ane to Glory, Ver. 16. As if he had ſaid, J am ſenſible 
of thy conſtant Preſence with me, and care of me; 
and do entirely depend upon thy Guidance and Di- 


rection, not doubting but that my preſent Trou- 


bles and Afflictions will have a happy and glorious 


tne. | | 


And at laſt he breaks out into a kind of Exultation © 


4 


and 'Triemph ſor the mighty Confolation which he 


tound in the firm Belief of the Being and Providence Of 


God, as the great Stay and Support of his Soul in the 


orſt Condition that could befal him; in the Words 
of the Text, Whom have JI in Heaven but thee? and there 
z none pon Earth that 1 deſire beſides thee. If a Man were 
to chuſe a Happineſs for himſelf, and were to ranſack 
Heaven and Earth for it, after all his Search and En- 


quiry he would at laſt fix upon God as the chief Hap- 
pinets of Man, and the true and only Reſt and Center 


of our Souls. This then is the plain meaning of the 
ext, That nothing in the world but God can make Man 


happy: Whom have Tin Heaven but thee ? and there is none © 


pon Earth that ] deſire beſides thee, 


That Man of himſelf is not ſufficient for his own 


Happineſs, is evident upon many Accounts: Becaufe 
de; 


e 14 liable to ſo many Evils and Calamities, which he 


can neither prevent nor remedy ; he is full of Wants 
which he cannot ſupply; compaſſed about with Infir- 
mities which he can only complain of, but is not able 


to redreſs; He is obnoxious to Dangers which he mult 


always fear, becauſe he can never ſuſficiently provide 
againſt them. 
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Conſider Man by himſelf, and from under the Con- 
duct and Protection of a ſuperiour and more powerful 


Being, and he is in a moſt diſconſolate and forlorn 
Condition: Secure of nothing that he enjoys, aud li- 
able to be diſappointed of every thing that he hopes 


for: He is apt to grieve for what he cannot help, 
and perhaps the juſteſt Cauſe of his Gricf js, that he 


cannot help it; for if he could, inſtead of grieving 


for it, he would help it: He cannot refrain from de- 
ſiring a great many things which he would fain bave, 
bur is never likely to obtain, becauſe they are out of 
his Power; and it troubles him both that they are ſo, 


and that he cannot help his being troubled at it. 


Thus man walketh in a vain ſhew, and diſquieteth himſelf 
in vain ; courting Happineſs in a thouſand Shapes, and 


the faſter he follows it, the ſwifter it flies from him. 
Almoſt every thing promiſeth Happineſs to us at a di- 


flance, ſuch a Step of Honour, fuch a Pitch of Eſtate, 
ſich a Fortune or Match for a Child: But when we 


come nearer to it, either we fall ſhort of it, or it falls 


ſhort of our Expectation ; and it is hard to ſay which 
of theſe is the greateſt Diſappointment. Our Hopes 


are uſually bigger than Enjoyment can ſatisſy, and an 


Evil long fear d, beſides that it may never come, is 
many times more painful and troubleſome than the 
Evil it ſelf when it comes. 8 . 

In. a word, Man is born to trouble as the [parks fly up- 
wards. He comes into the World naked and unarm'd, 
and from himſelf more deſtitute of the natural Means 


of his Security and Support, than any other Creature 
whatſoever; as it were on purpoſe to ſhew that he is 
more peculiarly the Care of a Superior Providence: 
And as Man, of all the Creatures of this lower Worid, 


is only mad to own and acknowledge a Deity; ſo 


God in great Wiſdom hath ſo ordcr'd things, that 
none of the other Creatures ſhould have ſo much need 
of him, and ſo much reaſon to acknowledge their ne- 


ceſfary Dependance upon him. So that the Words of 
1 55 David 


(6) 


ring to us that Mankind is born into the World upon 
Terms of greater Dependance upon the Providence 


deft me to hope, or thou didſt keep me in ſafety, when I 


womb, thou art my God from my mot her's belly : Be not far 
From me, for trouble is near, Pſal. 22. 9, 10,11. Trouble 
is always near to us, and therefore it is happy for us 
that God is never far from any of us: For in bim we 
live, and move, and bave our being... | 

And when we are grown up, we are liable to a great 
many Miſchicis and Dangers, every Moment of our 
Lives; and, without the Providence of God, conti- 


to by Men, we cannot but wonder how ever we arri- 
ved at that State, and how we have continued in it 
to long, confidering the infinite Difficulties and Dan- 


Hands have bcen lifted up againſt us, and fo many 
ſtrokes levePd at us, we have eſcap'd fo free, and with 
ſo few Marks and Scars upon us, That when we are 
be ſieged with ſo many Dangers, and ſo many Arrows 
of Death are perperually flying about us, to which we 
do ſo many Ways lie open, we ſhould yet hold out 
twenty, forty, ſixty years, and ſome of us perhaps longer , 
and do ſtil] ſtand at the Mark untouch'd, at leaſt not 
dangerouſly wounded by any of them: And confider- 
ing likewiſe this fearful and wonderful Frame of a 
humane Body, this Infinitely complicated Engine; in 
which, to the due Performance of the ſeveral Functi- 
ons and Offices of Life, ſo many Strings and Springs, 
ſo many Receptacles and Channels are neceſſary, and 
all in their right frame and order; and in which, be- 
ſides the infinite imperceptable and ſecret ways of 

n „„ mot 


David are the very Senſe and Voice of ne, decla- 


of God than other Creatures: Thou art be, ſays David 
there to God, ,rhat rookeſt me out of the womb, thou ma- 


was upon my mother's breaſts : I was caſt upon thee from the 


nually inſecure, not only of the good things of this 
Life, but even of Life it ſelf : So that when we come 


gers which have continually attended us: That in 
running the Gantlope of a long Life, when ſo many 


„ 


mortality, there are ſo many ſluices and flood- gates 
to let Death in and Life out, that it is next to a mira- 
cle, though we take but little notice of it, that every 
one of us did not die every day ſince we were born: 
I fay, conſidering the nice and curious frame of our 
Bodies, and the innumerable contingencies and ha- 
zards of humane Life, which is ſer in ſo ſlippery a 
place, that we ſtill continue in tie Land of the Living, 
we cannot aſcribe to any thing but the watchful Pro- 


' , videnceof Almighty God, who holds our ſoul in life, and 


ſuffers not our foot to be moved. | | 
To the ſame merciful Providence of God we owe, 


that whilſt we continue in Life, we have any comfor- 


table Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of our ſelves and of 


that which makes us Men, I mean our Reaſon and Un- 


derſtanding : That our Imagination is not let looſe 
upon vs, to haunt and torment us with melancholick 
Freaks and Fears: That we are not deliver'd up to the 
Horrors of a gloomy and guilty Mind: That every 
day we do not fall into Frenzy and Diſtraction, which 
is next to Wickedneſs and Vice in the ſoreſt Calamity, 
and ſaddeſt Diſguiſe of human Nature: I ſay, next to 
Wickedneſs and Vice which is a wilful Frenzy, a Mad- 


neſs, not from Misfortune but from Choice; whereas 


the other proceeds from natural and necefſary Cauſes, 
ſuch as are in a great meaſure out of our Power; ſo 


that we are perpetually liable to it, from any ſecrer 


and ſudden Diſorder of the Brain, from the Violence 
5 a Diſeaſe, or the vehement Tranſport of any Paſ- 
Now if things were under no Government, what 


could hinder ſo many probable Evils from breaking in. 
upon us, and from treading upon the Heels of one 
another ? like the Calamities of Fob, when the bedge 


which God bad ſet about bim and all that be bad, was broken 

down and removed. 3 
So that if there were no God to take care of us, we 
could be ſecute of no ſort, no degree of Happineſs — 
5 this 
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this World; no not for one Moment: And there would 
be no other World for us to be happy in, and to make 
amends, to us for all the Fears and Dangers, all the 
Troubles and Calamities of this preſent Life: For God 
and another World ſtand and fall together: Without 
Him there can be no Lite after this; and if our Hopes 
of Happineſs were only in this Life, Men of all other 
Beings in this lower World, would certainly be the 
moſt miſerable. TE 
I cannot fay that all the Evils which I have menti- 
on'd would happen to all, if the Providence of God 
did not rule the World; but that every Man would be 
in danger of them all, and have nothing to ſupport 
and comfort him againſt the fear of that Danger. For 


the Nature of Man, conſider'd by it ſelf, is plainly in- 


ſufficient for its own Happineſs; ſo that we muſt ne- 
ceſlarily look abroad, and ſeek for it ſomewhere elle : 
And who can ſhew us that Good that is equal to all 
the Wants and Neceſſities, all the Capacities and De- 
fires, all the Fears and Hopes of humane Nature? 


Whatſoever can anſwer all theſe, muſt have theſe 


following Properties: 


Firſt, It muſt be an All- ſufficient Good. 
Secondly, It muſt be Perfect Goodneſs. 


neee Te muſt be Firm and Unchangeable in it 
me. | 4 „ 


Fourtbſy, It muſt be ſuch a Good as none can deprive 
us of, and take away from us. = 


Fifthly, It muſt be Eternal. | | - 


Sixthly, It muſt be able to ſapport and comfort vs 
in every Condition, and under all the Accidents and 
Adverlitics of humane Life. : 


Laſtly, It muſt be ſuch a Good: as can give perfect 


1 
R 


Reſt and Tranquility to our Minds. 


1 
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Nothing that is ſhort ot all this can make us Happy: 


And no Creature, not the whole Creation, can pretend 
to be all this to us. All theſe Properties meet only in 


God, who is the. perfect and ſupreme Good; as I ſhall 


endeayour in the following Diſcourſe, more particu- 
larly to ſhew; and conſequently, That God is the only 


Happineſs of Man. | 

I. Firff, God is an All- ſufficient Good. And this does 
import tvo things; Wiſdom to contrive our Happi- 
neſs, and Power to effect it; for neither of theſe with- 
out the other is ſufficient, and both theſe in the higheſt 


and moſt eminent Degree are in God. 


He is infinitely Viſe to deſign and to contrive our 
Happineſs; becauſe he knows what Happineſs is, and 
how to frame us ſo as to be capable of the Happineſs 


he deſigns for us; and how to order and ditpoſe all 


other things ſo, as that they ſhall be no Hindrance and 
Impediment to it. i 


Ne perfectly underſtands all the poſſibilities of chings, 


and how to fit Means to any End. He'knows all our 


Wants, and how to ſupply them ; all our Hopes and 


Deſires, and how to fatisfy them: He foreſees all the 


Dangers and Evils which threa'ens us, and knows 
how to prevent or divert them, if he think fit; or if 
he permit them to come, how to ſupport us under 
them, or to deliver us out of them, or to turn th m 


to our greater Benefit and Advantage in the laſt Iſſue 


and Reſult of things. 

His Wiſdom cannot be ſurpriſed by anv- Accident 
which he did not foreſee, and which he is not iuffict- 
ently provided againſt. The Wiſdom of Men is hut 


ſhort and imperfect, and liable to infinite Err re and 


Miſtakes : In many Caſes Men know net what is ſateſt 


and beſt for them, nor whether T &r char wiil c nduce 
moſt to their Happineſs: Nay, it often hat; ens that 
"thoſe very means which the* wiſeſt Men chute or 
their Security, do prove the Occaſions ot their Ryin, 
* and they arc 'thrown down by thoſe v. 


rv ways - 


whereby 


(10) 


whereby. they thought to raiſe and to eſtabliſh them- 


ſelves. ; FE I Wy 
Eſpecially if God breath upon the Councils of Men, 
how are their Deſigns blaſted? How are they infatua- 


ted and foil'd in their deepeſt Contrivanices, and ſna- 


red in the work of their own bande? When it is of the 
Lord, the Wiſdom of the greateſt Politicians is turned 


into Fooliſhneis : For there is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, 


nor council againſt the Lord. 
But the Divine Wildom being founded upon in finite 
Knowledge, is thereby ſecur'd againſt all Poſſibility of 


Error and Miſtake, God perfectly knows the Natures 
and the Powers of all his Creatures, and therefore can 


never be miſtaken in the Uſe and Application of them 
to any of his Purpoſes: So that none of his Deſigns 
of Love and Mercy to the Sons of Men can miſcarry 
for want of good Contrivance, or wiſe Conduct. 
Aud as he is perfectly wiſe to contrive our Happi- 
neſs, ſo he is infinitely powerful to effect it, and to re- 
move out of the way all the Obſtacles and Impedi- 
ments of it. We may underſtand many times what 
would conduce to our Happinels, but may not be able 
to compaſs it; but nothing is out of the reach of Om- 
nipotency: Many things are difficult to us, but no- 
thing is too hard for God: Many things are impoſſible 
with us, but with God all things are poſſible. For he is 
the Fountain and Originat of all Power, from whom 


It is deriv'd, and upon whom it depends, and to whom 


it is perfectly ſubject and ſubordinate ; He can do all 
things at once, and in an inſtant, and with the greateſt 


eaſe; and no created Power can put any Difficulty -. 


in his way, much leſs make any effectual Reſiſtance ; 
| becauſe Omnipotency can check and countermand, and 
bear down betore it all other Powers. 


So that if God be on our fide, who can be againſt 
us? We may ſafely. commit our Souls into his bends, for 


be is able to keep that which is committed to him, He can 


| give us of all good things, and deliver us from alt 


evil, 


. „ 

evil, for bis is the Kingdom and the gloriom Power. Tho? 
all Creatures ſhould fail us, we may rely upon God 
and live upon his All- ſufficiency for our Supply; an- 
may ſay with the Prophet, Tho' the Fig- tree ſhould not 
bloſſom, neither Fruit be in the Vine ;, tho' the labour of the 
Olive ſhould fail, and the Fields ſhould yield no meat; tho? 
the Flock ſhould be cut off from the Fold, and there ſhould 
be ne Herd in the Stalls ;, yet would I rejoyce in the Lord, and © 


Joy in the God of my Salvation. 


II. Secondly, As God is an All-ſufficient Good, ſo 
he is perfect Goodneſs. He 1s willing co communicate 
Happineſs to us, and to employ his Power and Wil- 
dom for our Good. He made us that he might make 
us happy, and nothing can hinder us from being ſo 
but our ſelves. Such is his Goodneſs, that be would 
have all men to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth: And when we have provoked him by our 


Sins, be « long-ſuffering to w-ward, not willing that any 


| ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance : For be 
delighteth not in the death of a Sinner, but rather that be 
ſhonid turn from bis wickedneſs and live. So that if any 
of us be miſerable, it is our own Choice; if we pe- 
riſh our Deſtruction is of our ſelves : For as the Miſe- 
men, in one of the Apocrypbal Books, ſays excellently, 
God made not death, neither hath be pleaſure in the deſtrucbi- 
on of the living: But men ſeek death in the error of their life, 
and pull deſtruction upon themſelyes, with the works of their 
own hands, 2 — 

So great is the Goodneſs of God to Mankind, that 
' he hath omitted nothing that is neceſſary to our Hap- 

pou He was. pi it for us at firſt, and to that End 

e hath endowed us with Powers and Faculties where- 
by we are capable of knowing, and loving, and obey- 
ing, and enjoying bim the chief Good. And when we 
had forfeited all this by the wilful Tranſgreſſion and 
Diſobedience of the firſt Parents of Mankind, and 
were miſerably bruiſed and maimed by their Fall, 


. > (123 35 
God of his infinite Mercy was pleaſed to reſtore us 
ro a new Canacity of Happineſs, by ſending his only 
Son to ſufer in our Nature, and in our ſtead , and 
thereby to become @ Propitiation for the ſins of the whole 
World, and the Author F eternal Salvation to them that 
Believe and obey bim: And he hath likewiſe promiſed 


to give us his Holy Spirit to enable us to that Faith 


and Obedience which the Goſpel requires of us, as the 
neceſſary Conditions of our eternal Salvation. 


II. Thirdly, God is alſo a firm and unchangeable 


Good. Notwithſtanding his infinite Wiſdom, and 


Power, and Goodneſs, wg might be miſerable if God 


were mutable. For thaticannot be a Happineſs which. 


depends upon Uncertainties, and perhaps one of the 
greateſt Aggravations of Miſery is to fall from Happi- 
nels, to have been once Happy and afterwards ceaſe to 
be ſo: And that would unavoidably happen to us, if 
the Cauſe of our Happineſs could change, and the 
Foundation of it be removed. If God could be other- 
wiſe than Powerful, and Wife, and Good, all our 
Hopes of Happineſs would be ſhaken, and would fall 


to the Ground. But the Divine. Nature is not ſubject 


to any Change: As he ts the Father of Lights, and the 
Author of every go2d and perfect Gift, fo with him is no 
variableneſi, neither ſh1dow of turning. All the things of 
this World arc mutahle, and for that reaſon had they 
no other Imperfection belonging to them, cannot 
make us happy. | 


IV. Fourthly, God is ſuch a Good as none can de- 


prive us of and take away from us. If the things of 
this World were unchangeable in their Nature, and not 
able to any. decay, yer they cannot make vs Happy; 
becaiiſe we may be cheated of them by Fraud, or robbd 
of them by Violence: But God cannot be taken from 
w. Nothing but our Sins can part God and us: 'Who 
Mill ſeparate is, Caith the Apagle, from the love of 75 


* 
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ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or na- 
kedneſs, or peril, or ſword? Rom. 8. 33 We may be 
ſtripp'd of all our worldly Comforts and Enjoy ments, 
by the Violence of Men; but none of all theſe can 
ſeparate us from God: 1 am perſwaded, as the Apoſtle 
goes on with great triumph, that neither death nor life; 
vor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers ;, nor beight, nor 
depth, noe things preſent, nor things to come, nor any other 
Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God which 
is in Chrift Jeſus, our Lord: Nor any other Creature. Here 
is a ſufficient Induction of Particulars, and nothing left 
out of this Catalogue but one, and that is Sin, which 
is none of God's Creatures, but our own : T indeed 
deliberately conſented to, and wilfully continued in, 
will finally part God and us, and for ever hinder us 
from being happy. | | | 
But if we be careful to avoid this, which only can 
ſeparate between God and us, nothing can deprive us 
of him: The Aids and Influences of his Grace none 
can intercept and hinder; the Joys and Comforts of 
his Holy Spirit none can take from us: All other 
things may leave us and forſake us: We may be de- 
barrd of our beſt Friends, and baniſh'd from all our 
Acquaintance ; but Men can ſend us no whither from 
the Preſence of God: Our Communication with Hea- 
ven cannot be prevented or interrupted. Our Pray- 
ers and our Souls will always find the way thither 

from the utmoſt parts of the Earth. 


V. Fiftbly, God is an eternal God: And nothing 
but what is ſo can make us happy. Man having an 
immortal Spirit, and being deſtgn'd for an endleſs Du- 
ration, muſt have a Happineſs proportionable : For 
which reaſon nothing in this World can make us 
Happy, becauſe. we ſhall abide and remain after it: 
When a very few Years are paſt and gone, and much 
fooner for any thing we know, all the things of this 
World will leave us, or elſe. we ſhall be taken aw 

| rom 
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from them, But God & from everlafting to everlaſting : He 


« the ſame, and his years fail not: Therefore well might 


David fix his Happineſs upon God alone, and fay, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee and there is none upon 


Earth that I r be ſides thee: When my heart faileth and. 
my ſtrength faileth, God is the ſtrength of my heart and my | 


portion for ever. 1 


VI. Sixt bly, God is able to ſupport and comfort * 


in every Condition, and under all the Accidents and 
Adverſities of humane Life. Outward Afflictions may 


hurt our Body, but they cannot reach our Soul; and 
ſo long as that remains unwounded, tbe ſpirit fa Man 


cate bare bis infirmities. - God is intimate to our Souls 


and hath ſecret ways whereby to convey the Joys and 
Comforts of his Holy Spirit into our Hearts, under the 


bittereſt Afflictions and ſharpeſt Sufferings : He can 
enable us by his Grace to 1 


j ey in believing: When we are perſecuted, aflicted, and 


tormented; He can give us that raviſhing Sight of the 


Glories of another \ ons, that ſtedfaſt Aflurance of 


a future Bleſſedneſs, as ſhall quite extinguiſh all Senſe 
of preſent Sufferings : How did many of the primitive 
Chriftian Martyrs, 1n the midſt of their Torments, and 


under the very Pangs of Death reſeyce in the hope of the 


glory of God. | 8 
There are none of us but happen to fall into thoſe 
Circumſtances of Danger, and of Bodily Pains and 


Suffer ings, as to have no hopes of Relief, and Com- 
fort but from God; none in all the World to truſt 
to but Him only. And in the greateſt Evils that can 


befal vs in this Life, He is a ſure Refuge and Sanctu- 
ary ; and to repeat the Words of the Pſalmift after the 


* Text, When our heart fails, and our ſtrength fails, God is 


| the ſtrength of our hearts, and our portion for ever. 


Now | 


ur Souls in patience, when 
all other things are taken from us: When there is no- 
thing but trouble about us, He can give ut peace and 


wh a a. ad > a. 
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Refuge: 
not in all their 8 z but in t beir aſſtict ion they will ſeek 


| Mercy and Forgiveneſs, they ſhall 


comet h upon you ; Then ſhalll they call upon me, but I will 


Now what would any of us do in ſuch a Caſe, if it 
were not for God? Humane Nature is liable to de- 
ſperate Straits and Exigencies : Ang he is not happy 
who is not provided againſt rhe worſt that may hap- 
pen. It is ſaid to be reduced to ſuch a Condition, as 
to be deſtitute of all Comforts and Hopes: And yet 
Men may be brought to that extremity, that if it were 
not for God, they would not know which way to turn 
themſelves, or how to entertain their Thoughts with 
1 _— Conſiderations under their preſent 

nguiſn. = 8 
| All Men naturally reſort to God in extremity, and 
cry out to him for Help: Even the molt Profane and 
Atheiſtical, when they are deſtitute of all other Com- 


fort, will run to God and take hold of him, and clin 


about him. But God hath no pleaſure in foolt; in thoſe 
who negle& and deſpiſe him in their * tho? 
they owe that alſo entirely to him; but when the evil 
Day comes, then they lay hold of him as their only 

When all t ings go well with them, God is 


bim early: Then they will cry, Lord, Lord; but be will 


ſay to them in that day, Depart from me ye workers of miquity, 


for I know you not, 


Here will be the great Unhappineſs of ſuch Perſons.” 


that God will then appear terrible to them, ſo as they 
ſhall not be able, when they look up to him, to abide 


his Frowns : And at the ſame time that they are forced 
to acknowledge him, and to ſupplicate to him for 

Yu ready to deſpair 
of it: Then thoſe terrible threatnings of God's Word 
will come to their Minds: Becauſe I called, and ye refu- 
ſed; I ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded: But ye 
ſet at nought all my council, and would bave none of my re- 
proof; I alſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 
fear cometh ; when your — cometh as deſolation, and your 
deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind, when diſtreſs and anguiſh 


nor 
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not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me A but they (ball not find 
me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the 
fear of the Lord: They would none of my council, they deſpi- 
ſed all my reproof : en ſhall they eat the fruit of their 
own ways, and be filled with their own devices : The eaſe 


of the ſimple ſhall ſlay tbim, and the proſperity of fools ſhall 


1 Ab 
— — — — — 


d. trey them, Prov, I. 24, 25, &c, To which I will add 


that terrible Paſſage in the Prophet, concerning the per- 
verſe and obſtinate Fews, They are a People of ns under- 
ftandirg, , therefore he that made them will not have mercy 


on them, and be that formed them will ſhew them no. favoar, 
Ifa. 27 11 And Men are miſerable Creatures indeed, 
when God their Maker doth abandon them, and hath 


ſo far hardned his Heart againſt them, that he can 
have no Pity and Compaſſion for them. 


Seventhly and Laſtly, Which is conſequent upon all 
the reſt, God is ſuch a Good as cau give perfect Reſt 
and Tranquility to our Minds. And that which can- 
not do this, tho” it had all the Properties before men- 
tioned, cannot make us happy. For he is not happy 
who does not think himſelt ſo, whatever Cauſe he may 
have to think ſo. Now what in Reaſon can give us 
diſquiet, if we do firmly believe that there is a God 
and that his Providence rules and governs all things 
for the beſt; and that God is all that to good Men 
which hath now been ſaid of him: Why ſhould not 
our Minds be in perfect repoſe, when we are ſecure of 
the chief Good, and have found out that which can 


make us happy, and is willing to make us ſo, if we 


be not wanting to our ſclves, and by our wilful Ob- 
ſtinacy and Rebellion againſt him, do not oppoſe and 
fruſtrate this Deſign ? _ 8 o 

If a conſiderate Man were permitted to his. uwn 
Choice, ro wiſh the greateſt Good.to himſelf that he 


could poſſibly dei iſe; after he had ſearched Heaven 


and Earth, the reſult of all his Wiſhes would be, that 
there were jult ſuch a Being as we myſt neceſſarily con- 
185 | oo teive 
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and I here is none 1 pot Earth that I de 


reibe Gbd to wer Nor Heben other Friend 


or Beutfactor, ariy'othet Protecto Fer Rimſelf, of Ge- 
vernour for the hoſe World, than” infinite Pow 
conducted and managed infinite Wiſdom and'G 
nefs3 which is che'trilt” cio e's God : After al 
his Exquiry he = id come to · t Ep almiſt's Cone 
ſion here i 2 the Text; Whom have Ii LR ven bat'thetF 
rb Peftdes thee, 001-9 

Vain Man is apt” tq'Teek for 115 fineſs elſewhere, 
bin this proceeds fen want of du _ ideration: Fe 
when all things ate ell weigk' d, ang. all Acc = 
rightly enſt up and/adjuſted; we fark laſt ſettle 
Davis" eſol tion of that' gr cat RI 19955 
chief Gbol if Man be ey 00 s ſay' 


will: ſhew _ any a Pal. 4. 10 a "Thar 1s, be 
are generally inquiſi after meſs ut gre 
in ein Bene 15 : 


divided in their C forts about oſt Meri place 
it it che prefenr Emiobments of this World, but DA. 


vid fox his part pitches upon God ih Whom he Was“ 


405 convinc'd that 0 Haypinet Man does Colts! 
' Theve he mam th y 4 2 any Sie; 

„ fen bor up ths, liebe i ae po Then 
put , s in my "brart, more th rn 'The-: time that 
bir corn! nil wine 17 0 The rent Toy of the Men 
2 _ World is in 2 plentiful Karten aud the abun⸗ 
e of the good th of if chief But David had 
Daub that 'whijch' gave more Joytapck Gladnefs to His: 
Heart, che Favour of God and the' light” of bis couite=" 4 
nance: This gave perfect Reſt md Pränquility to His 
Mind; .o that he needed not to enghiiee any further: 
For' ſo it! follows in the next words, T will beth lay h 
down in peace, and reft', for. thou Lor#-ovly makeſt mi #0 
dwih in Jafety + "The Hb--39'Word' cpi Confidence r 
Security: Here, and no where alſe, Hs MW. =o found Reſt. 
and was in perfect Eaſe and Secutity. | We 
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1 mall now dm maſts two or chiee 22 OY 
this Difcourſe,. and ſo conclude: 
B 3 Firſt, 
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{ Fit, This plainly fhews us the great Unreaſonable- 
neſs and Folly of A jon, which would baniſh the Be: 
8 lief of God and his Providence out of the World.: 
Which as it is moſt impious in reſpect of God, ſo it 
is moſt ma licious to Men; becauſe it ſtrikes at the very 
oundation of our Happineſs, and Fare net 
mines it. For if there were no God, Man would evi- 
dently be the moſt unhappy of all other Beings here 
below; becauſe his Unhappineſs would be laid. in the 
very Frame of his Nature, in that which diſtinguiſhes 
him from all other Beings below him, I mean, in his 
Reaſon and Underſtanding : And he would. be' fo 
much more miſerable than the Beaſts, by how,much 
he hath a farther reach, and a larger proſpect of fu- 
ture Evils; a quicker. Apprehenſion, and a deeper and 
more Jaſting Reſentment of them. ESD 
So that if any Man could ſee Reaſon to ſtagger his 
\  Belicf of a God, or of his Providence, as I am ſure 
there is infinite Reaſon to the contrary ; yet the be- 
lief of theſe things is ſo much for. the Intereſt, and 
Comfort, and Happineſs of Mankind, that à wife 
1 Man would be heartily troubled to N with a Princi- 
1 ple fo favourable to his quiet, and that does fo. exactly 
anſwer all the natural Deſires, and Hopes and Fears. 
of Men, and is ſo equally calculated both for our Com- 
fort in this World, and for our Happineſs in the other. 
For when a Man's Thoughts have ranged and wandred - 
as far as they can, his Mind can find no Reſt, no pro- 
bable Foundation of Happineſs but God only; no other 
reaſonable, no nor tolerable Hypotheſis and Scheme o 
things for a Wiſe Man to rely upon, and to live and 
die by. For no other Principle but this, firmly belie- 
ved, and truly lived up to by an anſwerable Practice, 
was ever able to ſupport the inn of Mankind, 
and to miniſter true Conſolation to them under the 


Calamities of Life, and the Pangs of Death. 
And if there were not ſomething real in the Princi- 
ples of Religion, it is impoſſible that they alk 4. 
© i. = 0 
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ſo remarkable and ſo regular an Effect to ſupport our 
Minds in every Condition, upon ſo great a Number of 
Perſons of different degrees of Underſtanding, of all 
Ranks and Conditions, Aauns and old, learned and 
unlearned, in ſo many diſtant Places, and in all Ages 
of the World, the Records whereof are come down 


to us: I ſay ſo real and ſo frequent, and ſo regular 


an Effect as this is, cannot with any Colour of Reaſon 
be aſcribed either to blind Chance, or meer Imagina- 
tion, but muſt have a real, and regular, and uniform 
Cauſe proportionable to ſo great and genera! an Effect. 

I remember that Gyotim, in his excellent Book of the 


Truth of the, Chriſtian Religion, hath this Obſervation, 
That God did not intend that the Principles of Reli- 


gion ſhould have the utmoſt Evidence that any thin 
js capable of, and ſuch as is ſufficient to anſwer an 
bear down all ſorts of captious Cavils and Objections 
againſt it; but ſo much as is abundantly ſufficient to 


. ſatisfy a ſober and impart ial Enquirer atter Truth, one 


that hath no other Intereſt but to find out Truth; and 
when he hath found it, to yield to it: If it were other- 
wiſe, and the Principles of Religion were as glaring 
and evident as the Sun ſhining at Noon- day, as there 
could hardly be any Vertue in ſuch a Faith, ſo lufide- 
lity would be next to an Impoſſibility. 

All that 1 would expect from any Man, that ſhall ſay 


that he cannot ſee ſufficieat Reaſon to believe the Be- 


ing and the Providence of God, is chis, That he would 
offer ſome other Principles; that he would advance any 
other Hypotheſis and Scheme of things that is more agree- 
able ro the common and natural Notions of Men, and 
to all Appearances of things in the World ; and that 


does bid more fairiy for the Comfort and Happineſs of 


Mankind, than theſe Principles of the Being of a God, 
and 'of his watchful Providence aver the Children of 
Men, do plainly-do: and till this be clearly done, the 
Principles of Religion which have generally been re- 
ceived by Mankind, and * obtain'd in the World 5 
2 all 


9 
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1 
all Ages, cannat fairly. e ought not to 


be diſturbed andi put out of paſſeſſiou. And this, I 
think, puts the Whole matter upon a very fair and 
tea ſonable Iſſue, and that nothing more needs to be 
e ogra ni Emmy: 
Setondly, From what hath been ſaid, in the forage- 
ing Dilcourſe, it naturally follows That God is the 
— Object of: mig, xuſt; and — 5 oma and there- 


c 


fore to him alone, and to no other, we ought to ad- 
dreſs all our Prayers and Supplications for mercy and 
8 to help in time, . weed. But no, according to the 
octrine and Practice of the Church of Nome, the Pſal- 
i here puts a very odd and ſtrange Queſtion, Wham 
bave I in Heaven hut thee? To which they mult give 
a quite different: Anſwer from what the Pſatmiſt plainly, 
ntended; namely, That God was the ſole Object o 
his Hope and Truſt, and that upon him alone he re- 
lied as his only Comfort and Happineſs: But to this 
Aſſertion of che P/a/miſt the Church of Rome can by no 
means agree: They underſtand. this matter much bet- 
ter then the Pſalmiſt did; namely, that beſides God 
there are in Heaven innumerable Angels and Saints, in 
whom we are to repoſe great Truſt and Confidence,“ 
and to whom alſo we are to addreſs ſolemn Prayers 
and Supplicat ions, not oniy for temporal good things, 
but for the Pardon of our Sins, for the Increaſe of our 
Graces, and for Eternal Life: That there are in Heas: 
ven particular Advocate and Patrons, for all Exigencics 
and Occaſions, againſt all ſorts of Dangers and Diſ- 
eaſes, for all Graces and Vertucs, and in a Word, for 
all temporal, ſpiticoal and eternal Bleſſings; to whom 
we may apply our iclves, without troubling God and,; 
our Bleſſed Saviour, who alſo is God blefſed for evermorey. 
by 23 upon cvery Ocraſion to make our im- 
mediate Addreſſes: to him: Fer as they would make. 
us believe, tho! fAhhabam was ignorant of it, and D4-' 
vid knew it not, tho bleficy Spirit above, both Angels; 
and Saints, do not only intereqde.wRh'Gc Na 
Ba | od ; al 


they ſay they mean; ſuc 


a * of it. 


is a great deal too much, and cannot be done with 
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all ſorts of Bleſſings, but we may make and direct ĩm- 
mediate Addreſſes. to them to. beltow . thele Bleſſings 


upon us: for ſo they do in the Church of Rome, as is 
- evident, beyond all denial, from ſeveral of their Pra- 


ers in their molt publick and autheatick Liturgie, 
They would indeed fain | qu this matter, by tel- 
ling us, that by theſe direct and immediate Addreſſes 
to Angels and Saints to beſtow Grace and eternal Lite 


upon them, they mcan no more but only tO pray to 


them that they would be pleaſed to intercede with 
God for theſe Bleſſings to be beſtowed upon them by 
their Mediation: But if they mean no more, why do 
they ſay more than they mean? Why do they uſe 


ſuch Expreſſions as to the common Senſe and Under- 


ſtanding of Mankind do lignity ky great deal more than 
1 Expteſſions as they them- 
ſelves do acknowledge, if they be underſtood accord- 
ing to the molt obvious Senſe of the Words, would 
render them oy of flat — Eſpecially when 
they know, that they are charged with Idolatty upon 
this arcount; and ſince to clear themſelves of it they 
will not alter their Prayers, they jultly lie under * 
nd yet admitting what they ſay in this Mattet to 
be true, and that by theſe Expreſſions. in their Prayers, 
they intended no more but the ſolemn Invocation; af: 
Angels and Saints, that they would intercede with God 
to beſtow theſe Bleſſings upon them tor the ſake af. 
their Merits, and upon their Medjation: yet this ſurely 
a high Entrenchment upon the He of the only, Mes: 
diator bet ween God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſuu 4 But 
let them not deceive themſelves, God. 43, not mocked} The: 
Lord our God is 4 jealous God, and He Will not gin hin 
Glory to another. - ange g 
have not yet inſtanced in the groſſeſt part of their 
Superſtition, not ta lay — olatry in this kind i 
mean, in cheir extravagant Wotſhip of rhe le Hr. 
Ein 


. 


| ſhe knew any thing of the 
here below, with What Diſdain and Indignation, do 


"Ia. . — 
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gin and Mother of our Lord , _ they blaſi phemonſly 


call the Nen of Heaven; and whom, by a new Style, 


unknown to the Seriptures and Primitive Antiquity, they 

think to 9 905 with the wediſh Title of our Laty 

if that could be any Addition of Honour to Her, whom 

the Angel declared to be —_ among Women : Who, if 
ollies of her Worſhippers 


we think ſhe hears thoſe infinite Prayers that are made 
to her, and that Szcrilegious Worſhip which is given 
her in that Churchz and which makes both Pages of 
their Religion; and- which for the Frequency of it, 
both in their Publick and Private Devotions, is very 


much beyond what they give to God and Chriſt > As 


if there were none in Heaven but ſhe, nor any thing upon 


Earth to be worſhipped in Compariſon of ber Image. 


Nay, fo far have they carried this extravagant A2 


and how much farther they would have carried it, ha 


not the Reformation given a check to it, God only knows: 
ſo far, I ſay, have they proceeded in this Folly, as, in 


that famous Book of their Devotions, call'd Our Lady's 


P/alter, not only to apply to her ſome part of this 
Pſalm, out of which I have taken my Text, beginning 


it thus: How good is God to Iſrael, to them that worſhip 
Bis Bleſſed Mother. But they have likewiſe profanely 


burleſqued, I cannot afford it a better Term, this whole 
Book of Pſalms, applying to ber almoſt the higheſt things 


that are there ſaid concerning God and our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth, and be 14 


borribly aſtoniſhed, to (ee the beſt and wiſeſt Religion in 


the World transform'd into Superſtition and Polly , 


and to fee the moſt learned Perſons in that Commu. 


nion ſer themſelves 5 earneſt to juſtify all theſe 
Follies and Abſurdities by 


a grave and groundleſs Pre- 
rence to Isfallibility, | | 


" Thirdly, and Laſtiy, This thews us "Tu neeeffaryith 8 


Favour of God is to every Man's Happineſs : and there 
is but one way to gain his Friendſhip and * 
e. 


as 


ap { ͤ Þ— p. OO 


far from thee ſha 
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becoming Holy and Good as he is then may we re- 
joyce and glory in God, as the Pſalmiſt here does, and 

ſay, Whom have I in Heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
Earth that 1 dre befides thee. A. Wieked Man dreads 

God above all tings in the World, and he has gteat 

Reaſon to do ſo: For he it vt 4 God that bath Pleaſure 
in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with bim t The fooliſh 
ſhall not ſt and in bis ſight, be bateth all the Workers of ini- 

quity, When by Sin we depart from God, we forſake 
our own Happineſs : Salvation is far from the wicked, ſays 
David. And again, a little after the Text, They that are 

periſh, but it is Good for me to araw near 

to God, Plal. 119. Now by Holineſs and Goodneſs we 
draw near to Him, who alone can make us Happy. 

It is certainly the common Intereſt of Mankind there 

ſhould be a God, becauſe we cannot poſſibly be Happy 
without him: But then it is no Man's Intereſt to 

wicked, becauſe thereby we make bim our Enemy in 


|, 2hoſe favour is life, and upon whom all our Hopes of 


why do depend. 5 | * Jccx 
Jo conclude, if we would have God for our Hap- 


4 


pineſs, we muſt be ſure to make him our Friend; and 


” then we may promiſe to our ſelves all thoſe Advanta- 


es which the Friendſhip of fo great and powerful a 
atron can give us: And there is but one way to eſta- 
bliſh a firm Friendſhip between God and us, and that 


, by doing his Will, and living in Obedience to his 


Laws: To are my Friends, ſaith our Bleſſed Lord, F 
you do N I command you + Tbit is the lows of God, 
ſaith St. John, that we keep his Commaraments : And to 
love God is the way to be made Partakers of theſe glo- 
rious things which God hath prepared for them that love 1 
Such as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear beard, neither bade entre 
into the heart of man: Which God of his infinite Good- 

neſs grant we may all at laſt be made Partakers of, for 
his Mercy's ſake in Few: Cbriſt: To whom with thee, | 
O Father and the Moly Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
Dominion and * LNG _ * for ever, Am. 
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